‘Baptists also should revisit their understandingariversion as an
experience with Christrather than the popular 20th-century
transactional acceptance of a set of beliefs about Christ’

This quote comes from an on-line article at Astged Baptist Presg
by Robert Dilday and Ken Camp. The article summarzesk given
by Bill Leonard, who is a Baptist Historian. Leonardsdribes the
changes in the American landscape both around and widptisB
churches and how these changes affect the Baptist Chur¢ablyNio
his talk Leonard focused on the declining numbers of youndié&s in
Baptist churches and how it is that Baptist churches shouleégaon
an age when being Baptist is not as influential asdeavas, when
being a part of a church is no longer considered important.

| found much that Leonard had to say interestinpve likely write
about more of it on my blogyww.alienationchurch.blogspot.com
But | found the quote above very interesting, even though indoes
sound all that radical. At its heart, in its eatimceptions, as |
understand it, Baptist faith grew out of the idea thattmeersion of a
person involved a connection between the beliefs and practicess
not enough to simply recite a creed and accept a cedastatlation of
ideas, but one also had to practice faith. On a cdae#h, Baptists
were originally intended to be a small group of Chnstivho decided
that they needed to gather together to show ‘the Churchhanditler
world, what life with Christ should look like... This inwad an
assumption that ‘the Church’ had failed to hold peoplewatedle to
following Christ, simply being satisfied if the creedideas were
accepted. So the Baptist church was meant to benassito the Churg
and to the world of how belief should shape, influenackyss change
(hence the term conversion) the practices and actions béliezer.

Which | think is an important point for us to calesias Baptists
today. We tend to focus so much on ‘Soul Liberty’ the idhet each

individual is free to read and interpret the bible as %hs &t, that our|
faith becomes very individual centered, or as Leonars, $agused on
a ‘set of beliefs’. So that the highest ideal is thatane free to
construct our own ideas about who Jesus is and what Jesug/tile
soul liberty is important it is not an end or a vain and of itself. Itis
connected to the witness that the free individuals gathekd a
covenanted together, offer church and world. In other syards not
enough to think about Christ, or ‘believe’ but a Christiath Yallow’

or practice the life of Christ. This is how | understaednard’s
phrase, ‘an experienedgth Christ’. It assumes that to know, one m
have a relationship with the one known. It also assumes that
know and are known by Christ, we will be changed. Finalgsumes
that there will be something distinctive about the way @hnis ‘live’
in the world. That is what | am interested in explgr.. what is
different or distinct about the way Baptist Christitime in the

world... what looks odd or unique about our thinking and living?
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Dear Friends, ﬁ
Don and | would like to thank Pastor Darin and iddee
all of you for your prayers, calls, cards and supporpfaithich

brought Don to where he is today...doing well!

Every time we think of where he was and where hedesy, we
marvel at the power of prayer. His cancer is in reimis8Brigham ang
Women'’s turned his health around and he is enjoying relaxing surn
days.

You are a remarkable and loving congregation and evioesver
grateful for all your embracing care.

With Love, Don & Nancy
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Collections for the “One Great Hour of Sharing” raiseq
$209. Thanks to all who donated so generously.

Statements of giving for the last six months were rigen

mailed out. If you did not receive your statement oiebelit is
inaccurate, please contact Sue Maiocchi or Royal Laurent.

The treasurer reports that the Deacon’s fund is begpm
depleted. This fund provides emergency assistance to chur¢

family members and the community (rent, electric, other
emergencies). Collection for this fund is done oncathig on
Communion Sunday.
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Rally Day is just around the| The craft circle continue: @
corner! Children’s and Adult | [to meet on Monday M
Sunday School will start on | |hights and Tuesday /é%‘jQJ
Sunday, September 13th at | |afternoons. If you have “5g
9:00am. The Teen Group will |21y acrylic yarn in full

start on Friday September 18t
and run on the 1st and 3rd
Fridays of the month from
6:30-8:30pm.

=

leftover projects you want us to
work on, just leave them in the
conference room.

skeins you would like to donate or

the food pantry could

still use them. Also,

any donations of Mac & Cheese
Oodles of Noodles are greatly
appreciated. Thank you!!
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Catch the Excitement!!

or

-Stability -Honesty
-A Job -Loyalty
-Retirement Plan -Security

-A Great Church
-God On Their Side

-A Home
-Provide Love
-Morals & Values
-K. I. T. with good friends Keepin touch}

This List was shared with the 3B’s by one of oun@®isters
of Berean. Love & Thanks to Veronica~~

For over a year now, the 3B’s are working dilidyeat
finding out what's important to women in the spring and rs@m
of their life. (unlike yours truly in early autumn) Thisst is an
Inauguration to determine what matters most to you and to
provide programs for woman’s ministry here at Berean.

We’re each unique in the sensitivity and developmeotio
individual spirituality. Some women, like yours truly, get
involved in wanting to know what it means to be a Clanist
Baptist woman, attending spiritual retreats, conferereel
workshops to find out. What a journey of discovergitSisters
“Continue to seek and learn each day of your life”. peesfully
challenge you today to compose a commitment to God and

permit 2009 to be the yedYou Come to the Edge”.
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Compiled by Donna Lucy on this 9Slay of January in the year
of Our Lord 2009
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WOMEN OF BEREAN CARING FOR WOMEN
OF BEREAN & THE WORLD
AUGUST 2009

“Above all, love each other deeply, because love co
over a multitude of sins.” -1Peter 4:8

Keeping in touch with good friends. This is one oftthiegs listed
by a sister who replied ‘what women want'’. |
agree. A friend is a gift one gives one self.
Friendships need tending to like a flower need:
water and sunshine. A friend needs attention,
encouragement, and you. This being said, | wi¢ g

for all women of Berean to accept as true that &re
can nourish friendships at Berean Church. We give to get.

We are women destined for God’s purpose. “Many &eldns in g
woman’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevai$toverbs
19:21

We all are Women destined for God’s purpose who atdifhivith
unfailing love. We are women destined for God’s purpose.

Newsflash*** There will not be a Burrillville Arts Festival 2009 due
to construction at the Waterfall. Therefore 3B’S will betselling
apple crisp at the arts festival. Boo hoo, but do not be sad

September 12th at 9am is the date for 3B’'S Pargyal\enjoy
going to a party and we all enjoy FUN!! Let’s turn it upcéch, let's
think outside the box, let's do something unthinkable! Leke this
time for women of Berean to join together and do whabRjaoted....
“One can discover more about a person in an hour of playriteayear
of conversation.” Join us for a Live Demonstration ~
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“HOW TO” Bake Fresh Bread. Bring your loaf pan. Ifgdegaince you
don’t have a loaf pan....no worries.... We'll provide the aluminu
disposable kind. We give to get.

American Baptist Women: worship God, care for onelampgrow
spiritually, reach out to others and develop spiritual giis: state
offers opportunities to engage in all these. September2B\¢
Sunday~ Extraordinary worship on this day. What role da@ship
have in your life of faith? October 24A8W State Fall Gathering.
How caring am | about the women’s ministry in my congregation?
February 26-28, 2010 is New England’s Women'’s Spiritual Retreg
How have | grown spiritually in my lifetime? What hasgesl me to
grow? October 17 is “White Cross” rally at Berean.atis God
calling me to do?

The goal for 3B’S is to make our gatherings fun....
Another goal is air conditioning in Granger Hall Auditoriamd plan &

jamboree for summer 2010....... yeeheee sounds sooo coooool... ...
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Summerfully yours, Donna Lucy

For your puzzle piece, call 651-5242

—

Church Funnies

“My dad is like Jacob,” Kelly told his friends. “He dile laundry
while Mom was sick, and now | have a coat of many colors.”

Dear God, | didn't think orange went with purple untibixsthe sunset
you made on Tuesday. That was cool! --Sean, age 4
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American Baptist Women and AB G.I.R.L ]}
announce the NEW logo for American Bapt \

Girls. T mp‘im
Check out the new website at GJ__linS
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7 Retationship, Leadershi®

www.abwministries.org

There are opportunities to download program idegesgkBthe

Chains updates, join ABWM Facebook, get Bible studies and

devotions, and see what other women around the couetry ar,
doing. Links to White Cross and International and Naition
Ministries are also available.

Baptists are alive and well! Evidence of that:
Break%

CH:Y\Q ABWM-USA has collected:

Y $ 368,533

assisting 12 ministries (6 National and 6 Internatiowdth ap-
proximately $ 23,000.00 each. Grant applications are stilgbe
accepted through August 2009. ABWM of Rl is brainstormin
ideas for our state to apply for a graftHANK YOU so much

for all your support with this project! We’re making #elience.
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On Sunday, July 19th we hosted the Teen Chall¢
Providence Women’s Choir as special guests during our iporsh
service. They came bearing testimonies and song.

“Since 1962, Teen Challenge has offered residertialto
individuals with life-controlling issues. Through God'arsforming
power, your support and our dedication, souls that were omged in
the cycle of addiction have freedom through Christ today.”

—Dr. Rodney Hart, President of Teen Challenge England

2nge

For more info on this program, visit WWW.TCPROVIDENCE.GR
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Summer breezes and sunshine finally arrived and it has
been wonderful to feel the warmth of summer. As you may
have heard a few of us have been a "little under the e8ath
lately but are slowly coming around so we thank you for
your thoughts and prayers.

The Summer Lunch Program is going well and we haveiidéa
now with a total of 28 children. Rhonda stays in toucl it the

families and it has come to her attention that theamagher family that

may need our assistance so we will do our best to axtires

need. The food donations of fresh produce has been ansaminipe
has been dropping off the produce to the churc*

every Thursday morning and Kathy gets right t

work washing and bagging everything for Sunc

delivery. Please remember if you have any e»

veggies you would like to donate to the progral

we will happily accept them. Chepachet Union

stays in touch with us as they have a beautiful gardejuahdonated
green beans to us. Our Lady of Good Help has donated 10oig8lA f

vouchers in the amount of $20.00 each to help us purchase fabe for

families. We appreciate your generous support of the Sutmmeh

Program as well as the Emergency Food Assistance Ranith has

been busy as well. It is quite an undertaking but with everydrmd)

the programs are working and helping families in our comiytioi

;S“- have food on their tables. In August we hope to also start

: l[’j collecting school supplies/backpacks for the children so if
\

that would be appreciated.

The month of August we will be reorganizing thelodst closet with
the help of Christine and Vicki , our faithful friends frdrawn Hall
and the ladies of our church, Doris, Phyllis, & Eleandre @ates for
set up are Aug 18th, Aug 22nd and Aug 25th (if needed). We@lan
reopen on Saturday, Sept. 5th. Fall/winter clothingations will be
accepted during September, we have quite a bit right netatowith.

would like to donate by way of product or a monetary donai

ou
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We will meet on Thursday, September 10th @ 6:30 pimbcup
plans for the Oct 3rd yard sale & discuss other fundradsars as
well. We also need to work on the budget and have it reasiybmit
in October to Finance.

Enjoy August and see you in September... « i

HAPPF A S’HMMER‘
Peace, 7 r <
Sharon

The Summer Lunch Program Goes Back to Schoo

2009 marks the™ year that the Outreach Committee has adopted
families in need. During this relationship with the faes) we not
only provide them with food during the summer, but also with bac
school supplies and later with needed items at Christmas.

The Outreach Committee would once again like to involvelinech
in this commitment. This year, we have adopted 9 familiThey are
getting summer lunches now, but the start of school is jushédriine
corner. This year, we will need to make up 29 back to school
backpacks for the children of the adoptive families.

I know things are hard for a lot of people this year tbgether I'm
sure we can make a difference for these familiegoufhave any
guestions, please see Rhonda or Dee.

We are collecting...

August 2: one subject notebooks & pencils
August 9: three subject notebooks & crayon
August 16: colored pencils & pens

August 23: 3 ring binders & markers

**[f you would like to donate a backpack, that would be hdlpki
well.

ocal
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What story will we tell our grand children and greedsgd children
someday?

Will we have played the role destined for us asesi8zand voters
approving the required laws for RI? Will human dignityRihexist for
all women and children? Will we have done what was necetsary
abolish slavery so those living in and visiting RI are freen
exploitation of the commercial sex trade? What storywalltell?

Where have all the flowers gone? Rhode Island’s soil i ceh
dry, no longer flourishing of human dignity for all. Our statearth is
crumbling due to poverty, dirty due to greed, corruptioco®&nmercial
sexual exploitation, and wasted due to indifference forfellaw
human beings.

What's the buzz RI?

It is 2009 and still some residents are not awargtifution is legal
indoors in their state, let alone awareness of humaickiaf.

One by one, our ostrich heads pop out of the sand aryd @pmy
gosh- your kidding- prostitution is legal. | didn’t know that”.

Each individual has a human responsibility to praedtrescue one
another. We live in Rhode Island, the ocean state, wheemti®r is
our state symbol. Anchors protect the entity it is agddb. As well
the anchor will rescue the entity when it is adrift anitirescues with
placement on solid ground.

Fellow Rhode Islanders | implore you to be a voicéHervoiceless
victim.

| support H 5044-Aaa,Representative Joanne Gianniniariaill
close the loophole of prostitution in RI.

Break the Chains of Slavery in thé'z&ntury. Think globally, Act
locally.

Donna L. Landry July 2009
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%Aug. 6 - Shayne Garfield Aug. 7 - Carolyn Ro%
§:Aug. 8 - Janeen Rawson  Aug. 13 - Gordon Beck&ih
& Aug. 13 - Kathy Roberts Aug.13 - Roberta Colkn$
§:Aug. 16 - Evelyn Levesque Aug.19 - Alice Alger§
%Aug. 20 - Melissa Landry Aug. 20 - Jean Wiber
& Aug. 21- Joy Lazo Aug. 30 - Christine Laturen
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& »rPy @ **If | forgot your birthday, &
% | Qi please let me know %
§ so | can add it** §
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