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Ask a Child; what are you giving for Christmas? 

Matthew 2.11: On entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
     It’s the 19th of November and the stores have already         
introduced us to the Christmas season.  They have had Christmas 
up on the shelves and commercials on the television for two 
weeks already.  Black Friday sales started before Black Friday 
with our cultures Christmas gospel; let’s go shopping for gifts.  
The offering of gifts to the Christ-child is a beautiful moment in 
our Christmas story and I was often told as a child that this is 
why we exchange gifts, to commemorate the generosity of the 
Wise Men to Jesus.  This year, my family is going to practice 
this story in a unique but simply way that I hope you too will try.  
Actually, you probably already have without realizing it.  
     The wise men were obviously educated and therefore wealthy 
men.  They traveled a long distance which took years.  Most 
scholars think that Jesus was probably well past the stage of   
infancy by the time the Wise Men arrived, which illustrates not 
only the distance of their travel, but also their commitment to 
delivering these gifts.  This was no mere convenience, but a  
mission of great faithfulness and passion.  We should also      
remember that Joseph and Mary were by no means wealthy   
people.  Jesus was born into poverty, so the Wise Men undertook 
a long and difficult mission so as to offer kindness and support to 
the Messiah born into poverty.     �  

�����So often, after Christmas, people will ask Lance and Isaac; 
‘What did you get for Christmas?’ or ‘What did Santa bring 
you?’  This year, I want to shift that question and encourage   
people to ask them, ‘What did you give for Christmas this year?’  
There are a growing number of people, faithful Christian       
families, who, growing increasingly uncomfortable with the  
rampant consumer influence on one of our holiest of days, try to 
teach their children something more than the common lesson that 
Christmas is a time to be inundated with toys.  Many families, 
have begun giving children ‘presents’ for them to give to others.  
Some of these are actual gifts; toys, food items, basic clothing.  
Some of these are gifts of money.  But the point is to interrupt the 
cycle of ‘What am I going to get?’ with ‘What am I going to 
give?’  
     This is going to become a regular part of our Christmas      
celebrations.  Lance and Isaac never want for presents.  I want 
them to start thinking about what they can give to others.  Even if 
you don’t have kids of your own, you could consider doing some 
of the giving you already do to and through the church, through 
the children of the church.  A check for $10.00 or a half-dozen 
cans of tuna, given as a gift to a child with the agreement that 
they can, with your support and their parents, give a gift to   
someone else at Christmas.  I’m not saying give more on top of 
what you already give, I am suggesting that we involve the    
children of the church in considering who to give to and how to 
deliver it.  Involving them in the process, teaches them the   
meaning of the story of the Wise Men, and the true meaning of 
Christmas.  Consider it won’t you? 
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     October and November are now behind us and we look 
ahead to the Christmas season, and the birth of our          
Savior Jesus Christ.  Advent is upon us and we are working 
on our Christmas Eve service.  We are anticipating an      

exciting holiday season with special readings and poems. 

 

     W&F will also continue working with Pastor Darin on our new 
membership program with our new members and mentors.  
We will have our Christmas caroling night at Overlook 
Nursing Home with the date TBA (watch Sunday's bulletins 
for the date).  Also, the visitation of the church shut-ins 
continues to be a great success!   

              

     On a personal note...with so much going on in our lives today and 
the ways of the world, I would like to say thank you to my church   
family for all the wonderful things you do and all the heart felt things 
you do to help make Berean Baptist Church a wonderful place to be 
every day of the year.  We get busy with things and we sometimes   
forget the true meaning of the holiday season.  But as we reach out and 
help those who need us the most, we can really take a step back and see 
the important things we all do.  So I would like to say thank you from 
all of us from Worship and Fellowship and I hope you all have a safe 
and healthy Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!! 
  

God Bless you all…  
 

Peacefully yours, 
Dee          
 
   And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in       
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”  –Luke 2:10-12 
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�Directions: from Rte 44S turn right on Spring Grove, take right 
on Rainbow. From Rte 44N turn left on Douglas Hook, take left 
on Rainbow. 
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����� SNOW!! Okay, I said the "S" word.........I love snow, 
it is so beautiful and sparkly as it falls from the heavens 
above.  I don't care about the dirty way our streets look 
as the snow begins to melt, I still see the center, the 

pretty crystal like flakes.  It's like Jesus is there, in the middle, 
waiting for us to clean up our mess and then come to Him and 
say, alright, I'm done now with that part of life, I only want the 
clean and good part and only then the dirt around us disappears.  
The center part, the clean snow that eventually melts, is our spirit 
soaking up His goodness. 

 

      I don't even know where to begin as I reflect on these past six 
years with Outreach.  From the moment I met Mary Kay and  
witnessed her kind and generous spirit I knew I had found a place 
where I could learn about Jesus and grow to understand what I 
might be able to offer to others in need.  Her inspiration kept me 
focused on what the true intent of mission outreach is...love and 
compassion for your fellowman while offering comfort and    
dignity.  New ministries began to be created with the support of 
the congregation and I am blessed to have been a part of these 
ministries.  As I depart from Outreach, the Spirit will continue to 
fill me and guide me on my journey.  Outreach will be under the 
capable guidance and direction of Kathy Roberts, who over this 
past year I have come to know as a friend.  She is a joy to work 
with and very funny!!  Please be sure to welcome her as the new 
chair of Outreach beginning in 2010. 

 

      Outreach has been busy with the Thanksgiving food baskets 
which were distributed on Sunday Nov 22nd to the 25           
families.  The Victorian Christmas in downtown Pascoag is now 
over and we thank all of you who supported Outreach with this 
fundraiser.  Thank you to Dee & Missy for coordinating this.  �  
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     December you will see us scurrying around as we 
prepare for the Children's Christmas Party on Dec 19th 
and the distribution of food baskets, turkeys, personal 
hygiene products and gifts for the children (40) from 
the 25 families we have adopted.  This huge             
undertaking is coordinated by Rhonda and she is      
assisted by many elves.  Toys for Tots will provide toy gifts for 
the younger children (thank you Dee) and gifts for the teenagers 
have been purchased through your generous donations and others 
in the community who have helped. 

 

     All of this activity is wonderful and exciting, but we must   
remember to enjoy the Christmas Season for what it represents, 
the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  If we have Him in our hearts 
and minds, then we are filled with His Love.  Decorations, gifts, 
and eggnog (spiked or not!) are fun to enjoy but if our             
relationship is true with Jesus then this Christmas will be one to 
embrace. 
 
     Merry Christmas to everyone and may your New Year          
be blessed with Peace and Happiness! 
 
Sharon  
 
     
For to us a child is born,  
to us a son is given,  
and the government will be on his shoulders.  
And he will be called  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.                                                             
    -Isaiah 9:6 
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�����WOW! What a great display of caring for those you don’t 
even know.  As of October 30, 2009, the Berean family has 
collected the items listed below from the White Cross Giving 
Tree for South Providence Ministries.  The SPNM              
after- school program, Santa’s workshop, and baby layette 

program will all benefit from your gifts. 
 

6 infant sleepers  1 package of diapers 
12 hand knitted scarves   4 hand knitted hats 
5 dolls            6 board games 
3 books    6 jump ropes 
3 pkgs. of paper plates, cups, napkins, etc. 
6 rolls of wrapping paper  1 kickball 
2 footballs    2 basketballs 
3 packages boy’s socks              3 packages girl’s socks 
1 twin blanket 

 
I’ve calculated that it’s approximately $350.00 worth of items thus far! 
   

I just want to say that the After-School Program encourages 
children to stay in school, work hard and get along with others.  They 
found that children were “pocketing” their cookie snacks provided after 
school because they were saving them for later since it was the only 
dinner they would get.  SPNM now serves dinner to all children       
participating in the program – 5 days a week!  The program is limited 
to a certain number of children and their parents do have to pay a fee 
for the program, if able.  Some of the children going through the      
program have received scholarships and gone on to college, so it’s 
really a worthwhile program. 

 

THANK YOU for your generous giving!! 
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�Thanks to all those who supported the walkers (no runners this year); 
we all made it!   

 
 Walkers:  Allison Cote (bad back and all) 

Richard Potts-Cote 
Colleen Wheeler 
Kathy Roberts 

Priscilla Maughn 
Paula Valliere  (Priscilla’s sister) 

Sue Maiocchi 
 

 Sue, Colleen and Allison brought up the rear with 3.1 miles in 1 hour, 
5 minutes and 10 seconds.  We had a good time; the weather was a  

little cool, but the sun was shining and it was a pretty time of year for a 
good, brisk walk. 

 
 Prizes were given out and Sue won first prize for raising the most 

money ($ 305.00) thanks to her Autocrat Coffee and Berean Baptist 
families – thank you!  First prize was one week at camp – too bad Sue 
is too old to participate, but some young person at SPNM will enjoy a 

week at camp next summer. 
 

 If you sponsored a walker and have not given them your donation, 
please do so soon.  We are awaiting the total raised for Children in 

Poverty.  ABCORI will be giving grants to programs here in RI that are 
working to eliminate childhood poverty in our state. 
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�����All New England States 2010 Spiritual Retreat 
at the Courtyard by Marriott in Billerica, MA  

Friday night – Sunday noon                                            
February 26-28, 2010  

 
     Imagine, 200+ women and girls worshipping 
God in vibrant song and with contemplative    
worship, 200+ women and girls meeting new 

friends in small groups, yes, 200+ women and girls! 
     Time for Bible Study, discussion, reflection, early morning 
Water Aerobic Class and more… 
 

This year's theme is “Women Destined for God’s Purpose” 
 

Our retreat speaker is Dr. Trinette McCray.   
(former President of ABC-USA, current president of the      
American Baptist Historical Society, and is an adjunct faculty 
with Central Baptist Seminary’s Milwaukee Center, and in Urban 
Ministry    at Cardinal Stritch University) 
 

Worship Leaders:  Sweet Rain  
 

Room + Meals/woman: Single $ 215/Double $ 135/Triple $ 110     
Registration Fee/woman: $ 20.  Girls: Lodging FREE with 
Mom/$ 30 for 3 meals + $ 10 Registration Fee.  
(Meals: Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner) 
 

Make sure you get your registration in right away (once        
available) because space is limited!  Contact Laura Ward,       
Personal Development Coordinator for ABWM of RI at 
 layo624@yahoo.com or 339-7886 for more info. 
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