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In a recent article in USA Today, http://www.usatoday.com/news/ 
religion/2007-03-07-teaching-religion-cover_N.htm) entitled 
‘American’s get an ‘F’ in religion’, the claim is made that 60% of 
American’s can’t name five of the ten commandments and that 50% of 
high school seniors think that Sodom and Gomorrah were married.  I 
recently heard a comedian say on a radio program ‘I don’t need to read 
the Bible, I already know what is in there.’  The thing is, I’m not so sure 
that many people do know what is in there, the good, the bad, the 
strange, the beautiful.  We, as a nation, have impressions or make     
assumptions about  what is in the Bible, but apparently we don’t have 
much knowledge.   
     I could make the case in many ways for working to increase our  
Biblical literacy.  I could make a theological case or a logical case.  But 
let me explain it to you this way, by reminding you of a story I’ve told 
before.  When I was preparing to be baptized, I had to take classes with 
my pastor and meet with the diaconate.  While meeting with the diacon-
ate, the men on that board, mostly farmers, who knew, worked with and 
worshiped with my maternal grandfather, who predeceased me by a few 
years, told me his story.  I can’t remember a thing that my pastor and I 
talked about.  I do remember what I learned about being a faithful 
Christian from the stories told to me about my grandfather.  Those    
stories are a big part of who I am today.   
     The Bible provides that story for us all.  It tells us who created us and 
cares for us.  It tells us how God has watched over humanity, corrected 
our errors, suffered through our failures, renewed us after we have fallen 
and intervened when we were in danger.  In short, the Bible tells us who 
God is and what God is like, but it also tells us stories of who we are 
meant to be.        �  
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to finish our Visioning Process and begin to strive toward that 
vision.  So along with the ministries we already dedicate so much 
time to, we will have new ministries to pursue.  There will be new 
members to mentor in the faith. I am sure there will be challenges 
to overcome.  But one of my overall goals in 2010 is to excite you 
about the Bible.  I want to empower you to read it on your own 
and feel qualified to do so.  I want to provide opportunities for 
you to gather and talk about the Bible and how it intersects your 
lives.  We will start January with a sermon series called ‘Strange 
and Difficult Bible stories.’  I have some ideas of my own, but if 
you could send me some suggestions for strange or confusing 
stories you would like to have me talk about, I would appreciate 
it.  We will follow that with a series on the major themes that we 
find in the Bible and on how to read the Bible for all its worth.  
This will be based on some of the work done in the Bible Basics 
Class over the past few months.  For Lent we will dive into the 10 
commandments.   
     I hope you will invite your friends to join us for these         
sermons.  Bring your bible from home.  Send me questions about 
the Bible that I can answer in worship.  Let’s commit at this time 
of the new year to spend time with God through God’s word   
outside of church and in our homes.  
 
God Bless you all 
 
        Rev. D.R. Collins 
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“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the   
highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.” 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
 
      As I reflect back on "2009" I see an enriching summer lunch 
program for children made possible by the generosity of our 
church members, individuals in our community, and area busi-
nesses.  I see the outpouring of support for our church fundraisers 
resulting in the huge success of our many ministries.  At    
Thanksgiving, we were able to provide food baskets that included 
fresh vegetables, eggs and turkeys to 25 families and as an added 
touch we included a fresh baked apple pie created by our own 
“Pie Angels”.  As temperatures began to fall, we were able to  
provide warm blankets, heaters, and oil assistance to many    
families.  The doors to our clothes closet were open in hopes of 
helping in these difficult economic times.  The Christmas giving 
tree provided the community children and young adults with the 
opportunity to receive much needed clothing items.  Again, the 
“Toys for Tots” program made it possible for our Santa to provide 
the children with many great surprises.  The love & personal 
touch that is put into the Christmas food baskets again is        
paramount to anything that I have ever seen.  While parents and 
families picked up their food and gifts, our own Santa greeted the 
children upstairs at our second annual Christmas party offering 
pizza, cupcake frosting, coloring, and games.  The holiday was 
celebrated with our beautiful Christmas Eve service that always 
moves me and serves as a reminder that “Jesus is the reason for 
the season.” 
      As the new chair of Outreach, I stand proud to be given the 
opportunity to represent a Church and committee that exemplify 
the true meaning of Christianity. We surely do live by our words. 
God bless and wishing you all a healthy and happy New Year. 
 

Kathy Roberts 

     The annual meeting of 
Berean Baptist Church will be 
held on Sunday, January 24, 
2010 following the worship 
service and will include a 
potluck meal. 
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  The slate is clean, Lord, the calendar as bare as the Christmas tree.  
Bless the New Year that beckons.  We sing of you as you help in ages 
past but need to know you as hope for years to come.  Help us face what 
we must, celebrate every triumph we can, and makes changes we need.  
We’re celebrating to the fullest this whistle-blowing, toast-raising       
moment, for it is the threshold between the old and the new us. 
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        2010 MEETING DATES 
 

   JANUARY  16           Work-Life Balance Tips  
                   9:00am                       ( & clean kitchen) 
 

  FEBRUARY 20        Healthy Lifestyles Tips 
  

 MARCH   20             Spring Cleaning for the Soul 
  

            APRIL                     Elect New  3 B’S Board Members 

Watch your mailbox… 
               The Finance Committee will be sending out year end  

                  tax receipts for those who contributed in 2009. 



     Happy January Everyone!!  This month marks my 24th edition 
of the Berean Bell and my 2 year anniversary with Berean.  How 
quickly the years have flown by!!   
     From the beginning, I have always said I was called to be here 
at Berean for a reason.  Besides it being an extra job, I have seen 
many things fall into place.  One day I sat at my desk here and 
saw an ad for a new Christian dance school in a magazine article 
Darin had randomly left behind.  Well, I now attend that dance 
school.  This has not only brought dance back into my life, which 
in turn has made me much happier, but it has also opened up new 
opportunities to share my gift of dance with others.  This     
Christmas Eve was one of those opportunities here at Berean.  
After reading my note in last month’s newsletter about dance, I 
was asked to share my gift with the church.  Christmas Eve is 
such a special night and by being able to dance as part of the   
special service, it was a very blessed and fulfilling night for me. 
     As I enter 2010, I look forward to discovering what more God 
has planned for me.  And like me, He has a plan for all of you.  
We just have to wait and watch it unfold.  Then, isn’t it gratifying 
to look back and connect the dots between events and see just 
how God had it all perfectly laid out?   
     So as another year comes to a close, I look back and see just 
how blessed I am to be surrounded by such a loving group of  
people here at Berean.  Here’s to another happy, healthy, clipart 
filled year!!  
     Peace be with you in the new year… 
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     People in warm climates are often thankful they do not have to         
experience winter. But one lovely thing they miss out on is the beauty of a              
snow-covered landscape when much of the grime and unattractiveness of 
the earth is covered over with the beauty of a soft white blanket of snow. 
     Millions of tons of snow fall over large areas each year. We are filled 
with wonder when we stop to realize that all of the snow is entirely made 
up of delicate, beautifully designed snowflakes, so small that one would 
scarcely cover your little fingernail. And such beautiful designs! People 
who study and photograph them continually prove, to their amazement, 
that no two snowflakes are alike. 
     With few exceptions, snowflakes are always six-sided. They have six 
beautifully designed arms coming out from a circle, forming a common   
center which has its own design. Each spear-like arm matches the others 
on the same flake, but, as mentioned above, no two flakes have been found 
that are exactly alike. A scientist who made photographs of more than 
400,000 snowflakes verified in his pictures that this was truly so. Isn't that 
incredible! No one but the Lord God could create so many different      
designs. 
     Each snowflake has its part in forming the snowy landscapes that attract 
skiers, tobogganers and photographers.  Even more important, the snow on 
mountains, that becomes deeper with each snowfall, is held in the cold    
temperatures of these high altitudes until hot summer months. Then a     
gradual melting releases snow in the form of water into streams and rivers 
to supply necessary moisture to forests, meadows and farms in the lower 
areas — wise planning by the Creator of all things. 
     And it is truly amazing how God makes each snowflake unique, just 
like He made each one of us unique. 
�
—from Messages of God's Love by Sidney R. Gill �
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