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Berean Baptist Church 

Devotions for the Week of September 19
Thought:  Christianity has taught us to care. Caring is the greatest thing, caring matters most. 



Friedrich von Hugel
Opening Prayer for the Week: Dear Lord, turn our religions inside out, save them all from the modes of self glorification, make servanthood the hallmark of their authenticity, show all believing people that the secret, the source, the origin of all that’s worth having and striving for has already been modeled for us in the self-sacrificing love of Jesus





Leslie Griffiths
Monday  

Ac 4:32-35

 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 

What does ‘faith’ mean?  For some it is a verb.  Faith is something that we have, most likely we have belief that God is real or we have trust that God is a loving God.  We could insert ‘faith’ in the place of ‘belief’ and ‘trust’ and so these two words help us understand faith. For some faith is a constellation of ideas.  Some denominations recite a creed.  We Baptists don’t do that, but we probably could come up with a list of concepts that make up our faith; God is the Creator, Jesus is the only begotten Son, Jesus was crucified and raised from the grave on the third day, the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity.  For the first group ‘faith’ is largely emotional, a feeling that we have that gives us hope and peace.  For the second group ‘faith’ is intellectual, ideas that help us make sense of the world around us and which also guide our actions and decisions.  In this weeks sermon and specifically in today’s reading, we learn another definition of ‘faith.’  Faith is defined as the ethical practices of the community.  As James says, ‘Faith without works is dead,’ so Faith then is not only about our feelings, or our concepts, although these are important, faith is also about our actions.  (next page)
Sermon Notes:
What are some of the popular understandings of the word ‘Faith’?__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How will we redefine  ‘Faith’? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the three practices that Jesus specifically commanded? What one have we forgotten?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do young people and young adults want in their faith communities?_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the ancient practice of Diakonia connect to our current mission and our vision for the future? How does it connect to me?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How will our language change because of a renewed and growing focus on Diakonia? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We need a community around us.  Although it is a subtle point, the story above, tells what happens to Saul just after his call from God on the road to Damascus. This highlights the point that Saul was taken in by an existent Christian community and taught the faith.   The temptation in our culture, which so highly values the persona of the ‘rugged individual’ is to somehow think that we can pursue the life of faith individually, by ‘believing in God’ at home, walking in the woods and attempting to be nice.  But we are called to higher challenges than simply ‘being nice.’  We are called to be generous to the poor, accepting of outsiders, to love the unlovable and to be peacemakers in the midst of a violent world.  These things we cannot do alone.  None of us has the strength to follow Christ as an individual.  We need the Holy Spirit and a community to pray for us, support us, forgive and encourage us.  What are the benefits of having a community of faith.  What are some of the draw-backs of a community of faith that makes the temptation of being a solitary Christian attractive. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Closing Thought:  Jesus calls us to continue his mission of revealing the perfect love of God in this world.  He calls us to total self-giving.  He does not want us to keep anything for ourselves.  Rather, he wants our love to be as full, as radical, and as complete as his own.  He wants us to bend ourselves to the ground and touch the places in each other that most need washing.


Henri Nouwen
Closing Prayer for the Week: Loving God, help us to be Christ to all those whose lives touch ours.  May we see others as Jesus did, with eyes of compassion. May we reach out to others as Jesus did, with healing and hope.  May we serve others, as Jesus did, with no strings attached.  Loving God help us to be Christ to all those whose lives touch ours.  


John Slow (excerpt)
Stop and think for a moment; what are the actions, the practices that make Jews unique?  What about practices that make Muslims unique, by seeing them act out this action, you would know that they are Muslim?  Now try to think of the list of actions or practices that makes Christians unique.  Do you participate in these practices?  Make a plan to make practice more a part of your definition of ‘faith.’
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Tuesday
Ex 16:17-18
 The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little. And when they measured it by the omer, he who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little. Each one gathered as much as he needed. 

Exodus 16 tells the story of God providing both manna and quail for the Israelites to eat as they journey in the desert.  But it is not only the story of a miraculous feeding.  It is also the story of God teaching Israel to live simply, have compassion, and to share generously with one another.  As a church family in the past couple of years we have struggled with the stories of hunger in Haiti and the American Baptist Women have made us aware of Human Trafficking and modern slavery.  What we have come to learn together is that while some women are trafficked for purposes of prostitution, there are many slaves around the world whose labor provides us with food and clothing.  So one of the ways that we can begin to serve others is by learning to live simply.  By living simply we create less demand for the goods that are produced with slave labor.  We also increase the amount of financial resource we have to offer to these others.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wednesday 

Lk 16:19-23

 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus , covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

 "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried.  In hell, where he was in torment, 

The wealthy man ends up in hell.  What was his sin?  We aren’t told that he abused those who worked for him, or that he withheld their pay or that he defrauded anyone in order to become rich.  He was simply ignorant of the Lazarus.  His sin was ignorance.  This is particularly frightening because the shadow side of Capitalism is how far removed the consumer is from the production of the good.  The damage done to the earth in coal mining is out of sight and so out of mind when we turn on our lights.  The pay and living arrangements for the migrant workers who harvest the fruits and vegetables we eat is the last thing we think about.  This is why one of our goals is to create a lasting relationship with another community in the ‘developing world.’  So that we can see what life is like for these people.  So that we can discover the ties that bind us, perhaps economically, but also spiritually.  So that we will not have to stand before God one day and plead ignorance.  What can we do immediately?  Purchase produce from the local farmers market.  Research fair trade products online and purchase those.  Learn about American Baptist missionaries in central and south America, and the communities they minister in.  Where will you start?   

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thursday
1 Co 16:1-3

Now about the collection for God's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem.

Although it is not a detail that is often mentioned in sermons, if we read Paul closely we see that throughout his letters, he mentions this ‘collection.’  As he went among the ‘Gentiles’ he encouraged them to take a collection of money, not just once, but over time, to eventually be sent to the church in Jerusalem.  He was training the Gentile Christians to care for their sisters and brothers in the Jewish-Christians churches.  Paul seemed to place a great deal of importance on this action, as it would be a symbol of the unity that the death and resurrection of Christ was intended to bring.  

Over the past few years Berean has excelled in local ministries such as; food closet, clothes closet, hygiene closet, holiday food baskets, God’s garden, Oil Program, Summer Lunch Program, and Operation Pie Angels.  Our most basic of instincts (as Christians) is to serve those who are our neighbors. We have done really good work in this area and will continue to do so.  But the story of Paul’s Gentile collection reminds us that our service also has a global dimension.  Especially in this day when so many of the material goods we purchase are made elsewhere, our spending habits create relationships to people across the globe.  A relationship with a community in Haiti or El Salvador or wherever we choose, reminds us that the Christian community is a global community.  But this action will also serve as a reminder to the watching world, how we spend, what we buy, how we live is connected to families across the globe and intimately bound up in how they live. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Friday
 Ac 9:17-20

Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord-Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here — has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God
This Sunday we are going to talk about koinonia  or fellowship especially in respect to discipleship.  In other words we are going to discuss just how important the community of Christ is for the development of the individuals faith. The Christian faith has become far too internal and individual, so this Sunday we will highlight and celebrate the fact that we cannot be Christian’s on our own.  (next page)
